THE  BOURGEOIS

gave them orders, or else for the town market, where they dis-
played their wares. But there were a few guilds of merchants
who sold goods bought outside the town - the mercers (merciers),
whose name, derived from the Latin, means 'merchant', the
grocers and drapers, the apothecaries, who sold medicinal drugs,
the goldsmiths and silversmiths, who sold jewellery, and the
shipbuilders, known in Paris as 'water merchants' (marchands de
Feau), who owned the ships in which goods were transported by
river. These trades were regarded as superior to the others
because they did not involve any hard manual labour and were
capable of bringing in larger profits. Those engaged in them
formed an upper class and ended by being the only class retaining
the name of bourgeois.

fDEVELOPMENT   OF   THE   TOWNS

The number of inhabitants in the towns, which had been very
small in France at the end of the eleventh century, increased
considerably during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, as a
result of two processes. The population of the ancient towns
increased naturally owing to the excess of births over deaths and
was also swelled by immigration; the towns were enlarged by new
quarters and suburbs, which were sometimes surrounded by a
new wall. Many villages were raised to the status of towns by
their lord, so much so that the French term mile (town) has its
origin in the name of the rural estate or villa of Roman Gaul.
From the end of the twelfth century onward certain princes
founded new towns on formerly uninhabited sites. Such a town
was called mile neuve in the north, and bastide in the south. In order
to attract inhabitants the founder granted each of them a parcel
of land inside the town, and lands outside it. Unlike the old
towns, which had grown up in course of time out of houses of
different shapes arranged on an irregular plan, the new town,
built on a geometrical plan, had a rectangular wall, straight
streets crossing one another at right angles, and a square space
in the middle where the market was held, on one side of which
stood the town hall,

With the growth of population and wealth a difference of rank
made itself felt between the inhabitants and became more and